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MEDIA RELEASE

Thursday August 11 2011
CBA chief wrong on NBN
The union representing workers building the National Broadband Network has hit back at criticism of the crucial nation building infrastructure by outgoing Commonwealth Bank chief, Ralph Norris.

CEPU NBN co-ordinator Allen Hicks said Mr Norris should try and convince small business operators in regional Australia there was no “business case” for extending fibre optic broadband.

“There’s a very good business case, and it rests on giving all Australians equal access to first rate broadband,” Mr Hicks said.

“Regional Australia has dealt with substandard telecommunications for far too long and it’s obvious Government needs to step in and put the regions on an equal footing with the cities.”

Mr Hicks said rising jobless figures and a slowing economy reinforced the need to continue with the NBN.

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics the national jobless rate today rose from 4.9 to 5.1 per cent.

“We’ve seen extraordinary instability on global markets in recent weeks as well as sluggish activity in the housing and retail sectors,” Mr Hicks said.

“Now is not the time for Governments to cut spending, especially on a project like the NBN, which will create 20,000 jobs a year for the next eight years.”

For media comment please call Allen Hicks on 0419 721 037.

